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Be sure to make a Comeback after your Setbacks 

 

It is sad to see how many Christian leaders have setbacks today and dont make 

a comeback.  

 

Sad to see how we react to their set backs 

 

The Weakness of a Great Leaders 

 

I believe there are two kinds of Christians and Christian leaders today. The first 

group are those who are not perfect but are men and women of integrity and 

the second bunch are those who are not perfect but who are trying to make you 

believe they are.  

 

Heb 13:7 

"Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God; consider the 

outcome of their life, and imitate their faith." 

 

Some of the leaders referred to In Heb 13:7 would be Peter, Paul, Barnabas and 

John-Mark and a few other early church leaders.  

 

Paul writes  

1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1  
31 So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.32 

Give no offense to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God, 33 just as I try to 

please everyone in everything I do, not seeking my own advantage, but that of 

many, that they may be saved. 

Be imitators of me, as I am of ChristAs the Apostle Paul was writing to the 

church in Corinth, he told them to follow him as he followed Christ. This is not a 

verse that is open to personal interpretation or has any hidden meaning. It is a 
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straight-forward command that encourages a group of young believers to follow 

their primary teacher/leader.  

 

Even though there is no way for Paul to be perfect, he insists that the church in 

Corinth look at his behaviour as a model for what they should be doing. He sets 

himself up as a leader for the Corinthian church, and establishes an order of 

discipleship that is difficult, but effective. 

 

As leaders but as Christians we are always challenged to live our lives so that we 

could say this very thing to other people, we do not have a choice in the matter. 

The more we say this the more we will be careful about our own behaviour 

because we know that people are watching and following.  

 

The more I say this to others or think about the statement Paul made, the more I 

should fix my own eyes on the One we all follow, who is the example of Jesus 

 

As a Christian and as a leader in the church people follow your example whether 

I tell them to or not. Your children are following some of the examples they have 

seen at home. Some are not so good and others are potential lifesaving 

examples.  

 

(watch some preachers and you will see whom they follow they pick up the 

habits of their mentors.) 

 

Some of the things you see people pick up from you does not always make you 

proud, you should know as a leader in your home or at work or in church that 

you are an influencer and that you are shaping people.  We should constantly 

watch our behaviour.  

 

Paul’s first letter to the church in Corinth is a long list of righteous behaviour, and 

expectations of believers, but these expectations are meant to accomplish one 

goal above all others, to advance the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

1 Corinthians 11:1 
1Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. 
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The people of Corinth were instructed to follow Paul as he pursued those around 

him for the Kingdom of God. Admittedly, there is going to be some kind of 

failure at some point in time or another, but he states that his desire is to 

engage the lost for the sake of the gospel. The imitation is intended to reflect the 

character of Jesus Christ. Jesus set aside the cultural expectations of his time in 

order to pursue, “Tax Collectors and Sinners.” 

 

Christ, as our foremost example of lifestyle and conduct, and he wasn’t opposed 

to break some traditions and customs for the sake of right living. 

 

Paul is saying to us follow your leaders as they follow Christ.   

 

I don’t set my eyes on Paul’s life and try to imitate it, but I can use it as an 

example of how a person can imitate Christ. 

 

When we ask people to imitate me, we must imitate Christ. we must be willing 

to conduct ourselves in the same way Christ did in order that the Kingdom of 

God is advanced. We must be actively putting the sin to death in our lives for the 

sake of the lost.  

 

But before you decide not to do anything for the kingdom or not to continue in 

your church because you may have failed in an area of your life or one of your 

leaders have disappointed you please see the even the apostle Paul and the son 

of encouragement Barnabas and the Rock Peter had strong disagreements. 

None of it may be used as an excuse. But would encourage us to make a 

comeback but allow those who have had setbacks to also make a comeback 

 

Acts 15:36-41 

Disagreement Between Paul and Barnabas 

36 Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us go back and visit the believers 

in all the towns where we preached the word of the Lord and see how they are 

doing.” 37 Barnabas wanted to take John, also called Mark, with them, 38 but 

Paul did not think it wise to take him, because he had deserted them in 

Pamphylia and had not continued with them in the work. 39 They had such a 
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sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas took Mark and sailed 

for Cyprus, 40 but Paul chose Silas and left, commended by the believers to the 

grace of the Lord.41 He went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the 

churches. 

 

Galatians 2:9-15 

9 James, Cephas (Peter) and John, those esteemed as pillars, gave me and 

Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when they recognized the grace given to 

me. They agreed that we should go to the Gentiles, and they to the 

circumcised. 10 All they asked was that we should continue to remember the 

poor, the very thing I had been eager to do all along. 

 

Paul Opposes Cephas 

11 When Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood 

condemned. (because he was to be blamed; because he was guilty) 

 12 For before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the 

Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself 

from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the 

circumcision group. 13 The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their 

hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray. 

 is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs? 

15 “We who are Jews by birth and not sinful Gentiles 

 

Experience teaches us and the Bible teaches us that the lives of great men and 

women have great power to inspire us and shape us. The same people who 

greatly influence our lives can also let us down by their failure. We have been 

shaped and encouraged and motivated and also let down by people often more 

by some because they are public figures. 

 

Barnabas' Patience with the Failures of Others yet could not reach an 

agreement with Paul his  friend for 15 years.  

 

In acts 9:26-30 it is recorded that Barnabas one of the disciples in Jerusalem, was 

willing to set aside Paul's history of persecution and give him a new chance to 

prove himself as a Christian convert. And in doing that, God used Barnabas to 
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give the church the greatest missionary and theologian it has ever had, namely, 

the apostle Paul.  

 

But now they both fail to reach an agreement and have a sharp disagreement. 

(Acts15). The reason for their disagreement was that Barnabas had more 

patience with a young church leader who let them down than Paul had. (Acts 

12& 15 15) 

 

Acts 15 says they had a sharp disagreement.  

 

Barnabas is a patient man and show patience with the failures of others.  

He is the son of encouragement (Acts 4:36). He wants to give John Mark another 

chance and he wants to do it now. 

 

Paul disagrees. The disagreement is so deep that it cannot be resolved, and 

these veterans whose friendship goes back at least 15 years, and who owe each 

other so much, part company. Neither will yield. 

 

Which one of them was right? Well, Luke is remarkably objective here. He does 

not seem to take sides. Perhaps one little clue shows that the church inclined to 

the side of Paul, because in Acts 15:40 it says that Paul and Silas were 

commended by the brethren to the grace of the Lord. It doesn't say this about 

the departure of Barnabas and John Mark. 

 

But Luke is not trying to help us take sides here. He does not report this to make 

Paul out to be an ogre or to make Barnabas out to be soft. The impression you 

get is that two good men could not agree and it broke their partnership in the 

gospel at least for a while. 

 

Paul and Barnabas had a sharp disagreement  

Paul and Peter had a sharp disagreement 

 

Sometime before this separation between Barnabas and Paul there had been 

another run-in of a much more serious kind. Peter had come down to Antioch 

from Jerusalem and was enjoying his Christian freedom by eating with the 
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Gentile Christians. But then some of the more strict party in the Jerusalem 

church came who did not approve of this kind of freedom. (Acts 15) 

 

The response of Peter and the other Jews and even Barnabas was utterly 

unacceptable to Paul. (Read Gal 2:11-14) 

But when Cephas came to Antioch I opposed him to his face, because he stood 

condemned. For before certain men came from James, he ate with the Gentiles; 

but when they came he drew back and separated himself, fearing the 

circumcision party. And with him the rest of the Jews acted insincerely, so that 

even Barnabas was carried away by their insincerity. But when I saw that 

they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas 

before them all, "If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how 

can you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?" 

 

In other words, the behaviour of Peter and Barnabas amounted to a new 

commandment to the Gentiles that they must virtually become Jews. 

 

Notice what was at stake here. It was the truth of the gospel (v. 14). There are 

actions that so contradict the truth of the gospel that they cannot be ignored. 

Paul knew that when the truth goes, the gospel goes, and when the gospel goes, 

the souls of men perish. This was Paul's great strength. He never forgot that 

truth issues are ultimately people issues. 

 

Peter and Barnabas had weaknesses they were wrong. Their actions were out of 

step with the truth of the gospel. Why had Barnabas been swept away in this 

error? Why did a few men coming from Jerusalem cause Peter and Barnabas to 

conform to their expectations rather than stand up for the principle of gospel 

liberty? 

 

Here is the weakness of a great man. Here the bubble of idealism bursts on the 

needle of reality. Our hero is fallible and imperfect after all. 

 

Lessons 

1. Great Saints Go Astray 
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2. Ministry is made up of the Reality of Judgment Calls.  

We sometimes have to make decision that are not referred to in the bible 

 

3. All leaders are Vulnerability of "Sons of Encouragement and sons of 

thunder"  

Every leader has strengths and weaknesses.  

 

4. The Need for a Diversity of Strengths 

 

5. The Foolishness of Resting on Our Past  

Past experiences and past usefulness are no guarantee of future obedience. 

In Acts 11:24 we saw that Barnabas was a good man and full of the Holy Spirit 

and faith. And God used him mightily in the church. But it is just as certain that 

in Galatians 2 he was NOT full of the Holy Spirit. He gave way to the spirit of error 

and ceased, for a season, to walk in the way of faith. 

 

Therefore, the lesson to be learned is that none of us should rest on his laurels. 

None of us should say, Well, I know I once had this marvellous experience with 

God, so I am safe and secure from now on. Rather we should say with Jesus, "Let 

us watch and pray that we not fall into temptation. Let us put on the whole 

armour of God and do all to stand in the day of testing. Let us hide the Word of 

God in our heart that we might not sin against him." 

 

Past experiences and past usefulness are no guarantee of future obedience. The 

Christian life is a race to be run and finished, a fight to be fought and won, and a 

faith to be kept to the end. There is no place for coasting or drifting. 

 

In this Paul excelled: "I do not run aimlessly, I do not box as one beating the air; 

but I beat my body and subdue it, lest after preaching to others I myself should 

be disqualified . . . Forgetting those things which lie behind and straining forward 

to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of 

God in Christ Jesus"(1 Cor 9:26-27 and Phil 3:13-14) 

 

Persevering faith, not past faith, is the path to glory. 
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6. Firm Confidence and Hope in God's Triumph  

The cause of God will triumph through all the weaknesses and failures of his 

people. 

 

It is Evident from the Life of Paul and Barnabas 

In 1 Cor 9  some time after separating from Barnabas, Paul refers to Barnabas as 

a fellow worker who shares his life and labour. The breach has been healed. 

 

It is recorded in 2 Tim 4:11 where Paul says to Timothy, "Luke alone is with me. Get 

Mark and bring him with you; for he is very useful in serving me."  

 

Was it Paul's tough rebuke or Barnabas' tender patience that saved Mark for the 

cause of the gospel? Or could it have been both? In any case, the Lord brought 

victory out of contention, and Mark not only became useful to Paul but also 

served as Peter's interpreter and wrote our second gospel—the gospel according 

to Mark. 

 

The cause of God will triumph through all the weaknesses and failures of his 

people. 

 

Be sure to make a Comeback after your Setbacks 

 


